OPTING OUT OF DATA SHARING

There are three types of data sharing currently being actioned within the NHS

CARE.DATA 

The Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) has been given permission by the NHS to automatically collect data about you from the surgery clinical data system. (called Care. Data) Note that this is NOT the same as the summary care records (SCR) data sharing that you have also been given the chance to opt out of. If you opted out of the SCR, that will not have any effect on the HSCIC data collection.
HSCIC collects your date of birth, NHS number and gender and stores it in a way so that you cannot be identified by it. It then collects information about family history, diagnoses, referrals, investigation results, and medication.

What is it for? NHSEngland says it is "find more effective ways of preventing or managing illnesses; advise local decision makers how best to meet the needs of local communities; promote public health by monitoring risks of disease spread; map out pathways of care to streamline inefficiencies and reduce waiting times; determine how to use NHS resources most fairly and efficiently".

Data extraction starts in late October or November 2014. Although the practice may not opt-out of the process, individual patients can do so if they want. If you would like more information about  this you can read the information leaflets on our website site, see www. .hscic.gov.uk or contact the surgery. 
If you wish to prevent your data being used for this purpose contact the surgery and we will record in your notes  that you do not wish us to share the information.

SUMMARY CARE RECORDS 
These are being established so that information about your medical history can easily be shared between different branches of the NHS who treat you The SCR is intended to support patient care in urgent and emergency care settings. The SCR will store a defined set of key patient data for every patient in England except those who elect not to have one. This data will make a summary record created from information held on GP clinical systems. This summary record will help in ensuring continuity of care across a variety of care settings.

What does it mean for patients and NHS staff?

A patient's SCR will contain key health information including details of allergies, current prescriptions and bad reactions to medicines. Following the creation of this initial SCR, a patient and their doctor may add additional information to the patient's SCR. This must only be added with the explicit consent of the patient.

The availability of SCRs will assist in improving the safety and quality of patient care, by providing authorised healthcare staff with, easier access to reliable information about the patient to help with treatment.

As the patient is treated they will be asked by staff if they can look at their SCR every time they need to. Not everyone involved in the patient's care will be able to see all of their records. The amount of information staff can see will depend on their job. NHS staff who do not need to see information about the patient's treatment will not be able to view it – for example, non clinical staff will not have access to clinical information unless it is necessary for them to do their job. 
ENHANCED DATA SHARING MODEL

The clinical computer system we use is SystmOne.  It is a system that is used widely in this area and across England.  This system gives us a facility (The Enhanced Data Sharing Model - EDSM) to share your health record with other health providers involved in your care.

Your health record includes your medical history, details about your medication and any allergies you may have.  You can now choose whether to share these full medical details with other health provider units (for example District nurses, a consultant who we refer a patient to). 

Many organisations may use SystmOne including the out of hours services, children's services, community services and some hospitals.  Sharing your health record will help us deliver the best level of care for you.

You have two choices which allow you to control how your record is shared and this explained in the document on our home page.  You can change these choices at any time by telling the clinician you are seeing. 

